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Tuly 24, 2006

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Martin;

Earlier this year Congress mandated a “hard date” of February 17, 2009, for the end of the
transition from analog to digital television broadcasting. Given the number of tasks that must be
accomplished before that date by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and by
industry, we want to ensure that the Commission and industry are taking appropriate and timely
action so that consumers will be prepared when analog broadcasting ends.

With that in mind, please provide a status report on certain aspects of the digital
television transition. In particular, we ask for information on the following:

What is the status of the digital channel selection process? At what point is the
channel election process expected to be complete for all broadcasters?

Does the FCC view changes in a station’s channel position, programming, and/or
power as a change of service? With respect to classification of service, does the
FCC view the service provided by a broadcaster on its digital channel as a
different service than that provided by broadcasters on its analog channel?

A possible impediment to universal digital conversion in February of 2009 is the
fact that our neighbors to the north and south are on digital conversion schedules
that do not comncide with ours. What is the status of international coordination of
digital channel allotments with Canada and Mexico?

What is the status of the proceeding addressing children’s television obligations
for digital television broadcasters?
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5. What 1s the status of the Commission’s proceeding on public interest obligations
for digital television broadcasters?
0. What is the status of the digital transition for low power stations?
7. What is the status of any effort by the Commission to educate consumers about
aspects of the DTV transition?
8. What other steps is the Commission taking to ensure a smooth transition?

Please provide the information requested as soon as possible and thank you i advance
for your time and attention to this matter. If you need further information, please contact us or
have your staff contact Johanna Shelton with the Committee on Energy and Commerce

staff at 202-226-3400, or Colin Crowell with Rep. Markey’s office at 202-225-2836.

Sincerely,
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